Module 5: The “DNA of Place” 
Questions
Instructions:  For independent study, complete the exam, and then compare it to the grading sheet (downloaded separately).  For study with an instructor, follow the guidance of the instructor.

The questions are intended to check your reading and comprehension of the module. Choose the best answer according to the text you just read.
Multiple Choice questions (20 questions, 4 points each):
1. The author says the modernist movement contained a powerful impulse

a. to celebrate the new, and to sweep away the old.

b. to preserve the past

c. to celebrate technological innovation

d. A and C

2. The danger of internationally fashionable architecture is that

a. It can result in highly incompatible features

b. It can damage the heritage and local identity of places

c. It can result in ecological damage

d. All of the above

3. The author states that the age of sustainability requires

a. That we cannot afford to repeat failures

b. That we cannot afford to throw away valuable treasures

c. A and B

d. None of the above
4. The 21st Century of biology, according to Christopher Alexander, means

a. The ability to solve problems of physics

b. Returning to old models of thought and action

c. The co-adapted harmony of hundreds or thousands of variables

d. A and C

5. Evolutionary complexity in biology means

a. An organic web of connections

b. Elements that cannot be isolated without a profound effect upon the system

c. Interchangeable parts

d. A and B

6. Cities are like organisms in that

a. They are not just collections of interchangeable parts

b. They contain living people

c. They contain ecosystems

d. A and C

7. Components of local identity include

a. The natural setting

b. The characteristic materials, colors, features, and details of buildings and spaces

c. The presence of exciting new architecture

d. A and B

8. Which of the following is true about globalisation?

a. It can have homogenizing effects

b. It has been present since Genghis Khan and Christopher Columbus

c. It is an effect of modern methods of standardisation and interchangeability

d. All of the above

9. According to the author, we have become reliant on a form of technology that is

a. Highly sophisticated

b. Based on standardization and replication

c. In danger of causing a global crisis

d. B and C

10. Which of these is NOT an example of mutually adaptive technology mentioned by the author?

a. Medieval cities of the Islamic world

b. Computer-based modern design

c. The rice patties of Asia

d. None of the above

11. The author notes the following about architectural features:

a. They can be useful in solving problems of human beings in different

    ages and locales

b. They are more than “flags” to signify a certain mindset

c. They may be useful in returning to a lower-carbon, high-quality form

    of urbanism

d. All of the above

12. Which is NOT true about the colonnades of Bologna, according to the author?

a. They would function perfectly well in the climate of Sweden

b. They contribute to the local identity of Bologna

c. They protect the people of Bologna from wind and rain

d. They embody more than semiotic (symbolic) expression

13. Which of the following factors does the author NOT mention as requirements for architecture to adapt to?

a. Social conditions

b. Fashion

c. Technology

d. None of the above (the author mentions all of them)

14. Engineers working in the Mississippi delta failed to understand:

a. The frequency of hurricanes

b. The beauty of wetlands

c. The complexity of the marsh ecosystem

d. All of the above

15. The author argues that the problem with using “historicism” as a criticism is:

a. It would apply to many of the most loved and most successful cities of the world

b. The term “pastiche” is more accurate

c. No one does historicism anyway, because it isn’t appropriate

d. A and B

16. The author argues that Le Corbusier’s “pastiche” could be found in his “inauthentic” (non-functionalist) combination of romantic images from

a. Ships

b. Airplanes

c. Grain elevators

d. All of the above

17. Which of the following does the author NOT say about modernist architecture?

a. Many people do not like the style, and people deserve what they like

b. Its aesthetic qualities take their place as historic contributions to the

    languages of architecture

c. Technology today is pointing us in a very different direction, toward

    living systems

d. Few can now argue that the current industrial technology determines

    the architectural style that we must have

18. The author argues that an evolutionary approach is necessary because:

a. The built environment has declined in important ways

b. The conception of architecture as a metaphorical fine art form has

    come to dominate

c. It offers an evidence-based method for finding and refining what works

d. All of the above

19. The author argues that we must conserve both the ”hardware” and the “software,” which means

a. The drawings, and the skills

b. The buildings, and the knowledge and patterns they contain

c. The biophilia, and the evidence-based design

d. None of the above

20. According to the author, which statement about the Venice Charter is NOT true?

a. It has come to be highly influential in shaping thinking about the kinds of structures that are appropriate in a modern context

b. It allows “pastiche” architecture

c. Its concept of “contemporary stamp” has been used to obstruct

    evolutionary revivals in architecture

d. None of the above (all are true)

Essay Questions (5 questions, 4 points each):
21. What are three examples of local identity in the town or city where you grew up?
22. What is your definition of resilient settlement, based on the ideas discussed here?
23. What are three examples of traditional building technologies that you think are particularly

       well-adapted to their local context?
24.  What is your opinion of the benefits of globalization in relation to local identity?
25.  What is your view of the coming changes in technology, and the argument that it will be more

      “biological?”
